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Legislative Assembly,
Wednesday, 11th February, 1891.

lmprovement of Pilot arrangements, Rottrest-—Census
Bill: third ren.d:iuﬁ——l?astuge Starap Act, 1839,
Amendment Bill: third reading—Message from the
Governor: amendment in Schedule to Loan Bill;
committee—Paper: lands reserved for ngricultmi
purposes—Adjonrnment.

Tee SPEAKER took the chair at 7-30
p.an.

PrRAYERS.

IMPROVEMENT OF PILOT ARRANGE-
MENTS, ROTTNEST.

Mz, QUINLAN asked, What steps, if
.any, do the Government contemplate
taking for the purpose of improving the
pilot arrangements at Rottnest ?

Tee PREMIER (Hon. J. Forrest)
replied : Complaints having been made
that a proper look-out was not kept at
Rottnest, an inquiry has been held, and
one of the lightkeepers has been dis-
missed for neglect of duty.

CENSUS BILL.

This hill was read a third time and
passed, and ordered to be transmitted to
the Legislative Council for their concur-
rence therein.

POSTAGE STAMP ACT, 18389, AMEND-
MENT BILL.
This bill was read a third time and
passed, and ordered to be transmitted to
the Legislative Counecil.

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR--
AMENDMENT IN SCHEDULE TO
LOAN BILIL.

Ter TREASURER (Hon. J. Forvest)
said he had been commanded by His Ex-
cellency to deliver the following message
to Mr. Speaker:—

“The Governor recommends to the Leg-
“islative Assembly the followingalteration
“in the Schednle of the Loan Bill, a copy
“of which accompanied hisMessage No. 8,
“of the 27th January, 1891, namely, to
“strike out Item No. 15,  Development
“of Goldfields and Mineral Resources,
« £100,000, and to substitute the follow-
“ing instead :

“(a.) Development of Goldfields and
“Mineral Resources, £70,000.
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“(b.) Grants in aid to Roads and
** Bridges, and Water Supply on
“ Roads, £30,000.
“ Government House, 11th February,
«1891. "
Ordered—That His Excellency’s Mes-
sage be taken into consideration when in
committee on the Loan Bill.

LOAN BILL: (£1,336,000.}

FURTHER CONSTDERED IN COMMITTEE.
Ttem 3:

Railway from Geraldton to Mullewa,
£100,000.

Tae TREASURER (Hon. J. Forrest)
said he desired to furnish hon. members
with as much information as he possessed
on this item. It was proposed by the
Government to construct a railway from
the port of Geraldtrn in an Easterly
divection to a place called Mullewa, a
distance of about 58 miles. Mullewa
was chosen as the terminus of the line at
the present time, becanse it was n well-
known spot. Tt was a place on the East
gide of the well-lmown sand plain which
ran almost from the Murchison river
through the settled parts of the colony,
to the Stirling Range. They all knew
that this sand plain had for many years
retarded the settlement of these districts
Bastward. For the first 25 miles to the
East of Geraldton, as many hon. mem-
bers were aware, this railway would pass
through some of the best portion of the
Victoria District. The line would pass
through easy country, there being only
one river to cross, and that presenting no
great difficulty. Those who were in-
terested in squatting pursuits on the
Murchison and at Sandford and the
Upper Gascoyne, all had to pass Mullewa
on their way to Geraldton. The roads
to the East of Mullewa were fairly good,
for the ground was not sandy; but after
reaching Mullewa a bad piece of road
had to be encountered—in fact so bad
wag it that all the settlers let their cart-
ing across it by contract. There must
Le about 15,000,000 acres of land occu-
pied in that district, the whole of the
produce from which had to pass Mullewa.,
This produce included the wool which
came down and the stores and fencing
wire which were taken back. He had
ascertained that 2,000 tons of goodshad
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been despatched from there to Geraldton
during the past year. Carting between
Mullewa and Geraldton was about £4
per ton, so that last year about £8,000
or £9,000 was spent in carting over a
distance of 58 miles. In addition to this,
there was o considerable amount of san-
dalwood in that part of the country
which must also he taken into considera-
tion. Besides this, the land in the neigh-
borhood of Mullewa was considered to
be fairly good for agriculture, the only
difficulty being the rainfall; but as to
that he had no reliable evidence to lay
before the committee, except that he
should think there would be a sufficient
fall to grow cereals. The extension of
this line” would work in with the other
railway system in the district which had
Geraldton for its port. It would workin
with the Northampton and Walkaway
lines to the extent that the same manage-
ment aud the same workshops and super-
vision would be available for all the lines.
To some hon. members it was no doubt a
matter of surprise that the Govermmuent
bad placed this line in the Schedule; but
this surprise must have arisen because
hon. members were not acquainted with
the locality, or the immense traffic that
passed this spot in coming to Greraldton.
To those hon. members who did not know
anything about the matter, he could only
say, Be advised by and trust those who
have visited the locality, and who know
something of the prospects and require-
ments of the country. For himself he
was pleased to say he was not speaking
from hearsay. He bad a very intimate
knowledge of the country beth arcund
Mullewa and for 200 or 300 miles be-
yond, having iz 1873, and again in 1876,
been engaged in the triangulation and
the survey of the country in that part of
the colony. He thought that in a
scheme of large public works, such as
they were now instituting, the Northern
part of the colony, which had Geraldton
for its port, deserved to have a liberal
share of the expenditure, and he belicved
that the railway now proposed would be
productive of much good. It would tend
to encourage stock owners to increase
their flocks and herds, for it would not
only provide a cheaper and easier means
of transit for their wool, but would allow
them, at a less cost, to obtain their
fencing materials and other requisites.
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The pastoral industry in that district was
only yet in its infancy. In 1873, when
he was there, there were scarcely any
sheep; there were only ome or two
settlers, and scarcely any land had been
taken up. In 1876 there were only two
or three more settlers. Now 30,000,000
acres of land were taken up in that dis-
trict, and from 15.000,000 acres of which,
even ab a low estimate, the produce would
pass Mullewa on its way to Geraldton.
He believed the Government had acted
wisely in placing the item in the Loan
Bill, and he felt snre the committee
would support it. In conclusion, he could
only say that he was glad to have bad
the opportunity of introducing so desir-
able a public work for the consideration
of hon. membera.

Mr. CLARKSON said he was sorry
he could not give his support to this pro-
posal. He did not object to the squatters
of the Northern District being served
with a railway, but he objected to the
route suggested. Squatters were the
pioneers mn every new country, and after
they had spent their time and money in
developing the country and civilising the
natives, the agriculturist came along, and
took possession of their runs, and hence
they deserved to have every possible con-
sideration. He had, as he had said, no
objection to their being served by a rail-
way as far as Mullewa, but he did object
to the proposed route. He knew the
country fairly well, and as far as he could
recollect there would be a considerable
extent of rather rough country to bridge
over before the sand plain was reached,
and he was informed that a considerable
mistake had been made as to the distance.

Tar Treasvrer (Hon. J. Forrest):
No, no; it has been measured.

Me. CLARKSON said his objection
to the route was that the country was
very good to Mingenew on the Upper
Irwin, which was a place the Midland
Railway would touch, and he believed
that Company would be willing fo con-
struct a line from their own on to
Mullewa. Therefore he thought it would
be advisable to defer this matter unti
it could be seen whether the Midland
Company would undertake the work, for
if they did the country would save
£100,000. Such an arrangement would
serve the squatters equally as well as the
line now proposed. Geraldion had prob-
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ably been made the starting point to
serve the vested interests of that town;
but they should rather study the interests
of the colony generally,

Mr. CANNING said he felt it his
duty to offer a few remarks on this item.
He would remind hon. members that
railways had been the principal means of
developing the resources of Australia,
and in this colony, particularly, we had,
to a great extent, to look for our pros-
perity to the successful carrying on of
pastoral enterprises. He had long looked
forward to the undertaking of this work;
for he had constantly heen reminded of
the great difficulty there was in bringing
wool from the Murchison and that part
of the colony to Geraldton, and he thought
the Government deserved the support of
the House in regard to this particular
item. They knew that the squatters of
Australia had been the means of first
turning the waste lands to account. In
other colonies, after opening up the
country, they had to give way to the agri-
culturist when the time came for them
to do so; but probably such would not
bappen as regards our Northern country.
It had been said that the construction of
this line would tend to promote the in-
terests of those in Geraldton; but he
hardly knew of any work that would not
promote the interests of some one. If it
was to the interests of the colony at
large, it was no reasom why the work
should not be carried out because it also
promoted the interests of private indi-
viduals. He did, however, object to one
view of the question that had been taken
by some hon. members. It was said
that because we were raising a loan every
district in the colony was entitled to
participate in it. That was not the way
to look at it at all. They should look to
see if any particular matter brought for-
ward established a claim, having regard
only to the general interests of the colony.
He did not think any distriet had a right
to a share in a loan simply because a loan
was being raised, unless such district
could show a claim to have a particular
work undertaken in the general interests
of the colony. In the present instance he
thought everyone who took a broad view
of the affairs of the colony would nof;
hesitate to say that such a c¢laim as he
had referred to had been made out. He
would, therefore, support; the item.
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Me. RICHARDSON said they had
very little before them in the shape of
facts and figures to justify an ezpendi-
ture of £100,000 on this railway. They
had been told that 2,000 tons was the
traffic between Mullewa and Geraldton,
but unless this were largely multiplied
he hardly thought they were warranted
in constructing 60 miles of line, and he
did not feel, therefore, that he could give
his support to the Government on this
item at the present siage. There were
many aspects of this question which were
involved in obscurity. One was whether
Geraldton was the right point to come
into. From what he could ascertain
there would be a shorter mileage, and
the line would go through a better class
of country, if it were brought down so as
to join the Midland Railway somewhere
in the vicinity of Mingenew Springs.
The Schedule bound them to Geraldton.
He would have been better satisfied if it
had said “Railway from Mullewa to
some point on the Midland Railway, or
Greraldton.” Still he would be satisfied
if the Govermment would assure them
that duplicate surveys would be made so
ag to secure the best possible route,
Another feature in connection with this
railway was that a great deal of the
traffic wonld consist of live stock coming
from Rocbourne, If that stock could be
shipped and come right down the Mid-
land line, there would be a considerable
advantage over its coming into Geraldion
by way of Mullewa and then being tran-
shipped. It was a well-known fact that
when stock from the Murchison reached
Mingenew Springs it was fat ; but it was
the overland route that caused it to be
landed as poor stock, which acted against
the interests of the consumers of Perth
and Fremantle. A great point in con-
nection with this railway was that it
would enuble owners to land their stock
in better condition than they otherwise
could do. He might point out that the
suggestion he had made as to the devia-
tion would help those still further to the
North. Even 10,000 bales of wool would
not justify an expenditure of £100,000,
but he believed if the line were brought
down s0 as to tap the Midland Railway,
it would run through better country, and
he would then be the more inclined to give
his support to the line. He would move
to strike out the words “from Geraldton.”
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Mr. Pareer: Simply say “Mullewa
Railway.”

Me. A. FORREST said that if the
suggestion to join the Mullewa Railwuy
to the Midland were carried out, instead
of the produce having to be carried sixty
miles it would have to be taken more
than 160 mites. That would handicap
the people they wished to benefit; for
the cost of carriage would be nearly as
much as it now cost for carting. The
object of building this railway was to
enable the settlers to get their wool into
the nearest port as cheaply and expedi-
tiously as possible. An objection that
had been raised to the construction of
this line was that there was only wool to
bring down; but there was a great deal
of sandalwood in that part of the country,
and besides this a great deal of fencing
wire and other station requisites had to
be taken back. When the hon. gentle-
man representing the Govermwent said
that the traffic would be about 2,000
tous, he must have been dreaming; for
he was sure such an estimate was not
even near the mark. They must re-
member that when the line was built
they would not only get the Mullewa
traffic, but also a large quantity of pro-
duce that did not now find its way to
market through Mullewa. He might
also remind hon. members that if this line
were not constructed, the Government
would have to come down and ask for a
large vote for roads. The road now in
use was almost impassable at the present
time, and shortly the settlers, instead of
paying £4 per ton for carting, would
have to pay £6. He intended, thercfore,
to support the item as it stood.

Me. R. F. SHOLL said he was glad
that the Government with their “bold
policy,” had seen the necessity of build-
ing a railway to the pastoral districts;
for when they saw such a large expendi-
ture being incurred for railways to other
parts, it was only due to those residing in
the North that they should have their re-
quirements attended to. At the same
time he deprecated the building of rail-
ways from one point to another before any
survey bad been made, or before any ex-
amination of the country had taken place.
What they should consider before under-
taking this work was whether it would
form the nucleus of a trunk line right into
the heart of the pastoral districts. He
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would like to know whether the Govern-
ment had considered the matter from this
point of view.

TueE TreasureR (Hon. J. Forrest):
Yes.

1z. R. ¥. SHOLL said it was because
lines were built in the way he had re-
ferred to, our railways had been a failure
in the past. Instead of going in for trunk
lines, they had built branches to Nor-
tham, to Newcastle, and from Bunbury to
Boyanup; and these, as was well kmown,
were very expensive to work. They re-
quired extra engines, extra stations, and
an extra staff, which caused the whole of
the system to Le worked ataloss. In
view of the mistakes which had been
made in the Southern part of the colony,
he hoped the Government would take
steps to prevent a similar- thing happen-
ing at the North. As to the route the
line would take, he thought their only
consideration should be, which direction
would be most serviceable to the country.
No doubt the people of Geraldton would
like the line to go into their town; but
they must consider the interests of the
colony generally, and not those of any
particular commmunity. The people of
Geraldton did not comsider wmuch about
the requirements of the Southern Dis-
tricts; for they sent circulars round
protesting against the expenditure of
public money on the Yilgarn Railway.
He was glad to see that the people of the
South had not adopted such a course with
regard tothe Mullewa Railway. No doubt
the time would soon come when the Gov-
ernment must take into consideration the
claims of the pastoral districts of the
North; for the settlers there would not
much longer consent to remain isolated
as they had been in the past. He would
like the Government to leave themselves
unfettered with regard to where this
railway should start from; but under no
circumstances was it his intention to
oppose the item, because it was only due
to the pastoralists of the North that the
work should be undertaken.

Mr. TRAYLEN said that having only
travelled over about 25 or 30 miles of
the country through which this line was
proposed to go, be was not able to speak
from personal observation, and was
therefore dependent wpon his constitu-
euts at the Greenough for any knowledge
he migbt have on the subject. From
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what he could learn they were somewhat
favorable to the line heing constrocted
from Mullewa to some point on the Mid-
land Railway; and the reason they gave
was that in taking such a route it would
pass through the coal-bearing district,
and thus enable coal to be brought
to Geraldton for fuel, which was now
getting scarce there. The amount of
tounage to Geraldton was not at present
very considerable. The 2,000 tons re-
ferred t0—1,000 tons each way-——was,
as far as he could learn, rather in excess
than under that of the real amount.
The number of bales of wool that camne
down was 4,000 or 5,000; and hon. mem-
bers could easily calenlate what the ton-
nage was, and allowing that an even
welght went back they would see that the
freight earnings would but little more
than pay the interest on the money ex.
pended. If therefore, they could con-
veniently shorten the route, or allow the
line to be constructed on the land grant
gystem, they would save the large loss
which would take place for many years
to come. Again qualifying his remarks
by stating that he did not know the
country personally, he would support
the view of the hon. member for De Grey.

Me. PARKER said he desired to ask
the Governmeunt how they had arrived at
the cost of this line. He understood the
distance was 58 miles, and the sum placed
on the Schedule was only £100,000.
Did this sum include the necessary roll-
ing stock? The sum appeared a small
one for the work, especially, as he under-
stood, the first portion of the line was
not easy to construct.

Tee TREASURER (Hon. J. Forrest)
said the estimate of the cost was on the
same basis as the Yilgarn Railway, about
£2,000 a mile. Although the Govern-
ment, In their Schedule, said *from
Geraldton to Mullewa,” they did not mean
to say that the line would go exactly to
the Spring.  They, however, expected to
take the line about fifty miles with the
money; because very little extra rolling
stock would be required, there heing
nearly encugh available from the Nor-
thampton and Walkaway lines, and at
the outset they would not require any
very great quantity. The line would be
a very easy one—in fact, they estimated
that it would be ome of the cheapest
in the colony to construct. The Govern-
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ment had made inguiries from those con-
versant with the construction of railways
in the colony, and were told that £100,000
would do the work. He might at this
stage inform hon. members why the line
should run to Geraldton. There was no
denying the fact that Geraldton was the
port for all that part of the colony, and
there was no doubt in the future that
that town would rise to one of consider-
able importance, especially if the gold
discoveries at Yuin, and other places on
the Upper Greenough, turned out well,
If the line were taken by way of the coal
seam, it would be double the distance,
and there would be the inconvenience of
having to deal with three different rail-
ways., In the first place there would he
the Government line to the junction with
the Midland, then the Midland line, and
then the Gtovernment line again, The
hon. member for the De Grey was actu-
ated by the best of motives towards the
Government in seeking to give them a
freer hand ; but, so far as the Govern-
ment. were concerned, they had made up
their minds that, if they wished to tap
this Murchison country, they must ad-
here to the route proposed.

Mr. RICHARDSON said his amend-
ment was only to leave the question an
open one until the surveys bad been
made, and more information had heen
obtained.

Me., PARKER said he had no inten-
tion of opposing the item. From what
he could learn, sheep-farming could only
be carried on with guccess up to a certain
distance from a shipping port. Asfaras
the North of the ¢olony was concerned,
the settlers had occupied the country up
to the limit where sheep-farming would
pay in consequence of the cost of the
carriage of the wool to market and the
return for their provisions. If this rail-
way would reduce the cost of carriage
from £4 per ton to £1 per ton, it would
necessarily enable sheep farmers to ex-
tend their operations 100 miles further
into the country. If that could be done
a large quantity of Government land,
now ylelding nothing, would be taken up,
greatly to the benefit of the revenue.
They must, too, bear in mind that the
staple export of this colony was wool,
and anything they could do to encourage
it they should. As to the guestion of
the route, there certainly would be, as
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was pointed out by the Premier, great
inconvenience in the traffic going over
three different lines, and they must bear
in mind, too, that they had established a
port at Geraldton, and having done so,
they mnust look after it ; besides which it
would never do to compel the settlers at
the North to pay freight over a line
which was double the length it need be.

Me. EEANE said that three years
ago he had the honor to introduce a
motion asking for the survey of a line
from Geraldton to DMullewa. At that
time he satalone, but now he found every
hon. member in faver of it. It was
evident, therefore, that they were pro-
gressing.  As the member for Geraldion
he supposed he was hound to support
the line. He would, however, sacrifice
his own opinions if he thought they were
not in the interests of the colony gener-
ally, and he certainly agreed with some
hon. members who had already spoken,
that we should not consider any particu-
lar place, but rather the interests of the
whole community. He thought that on
this occasion the Premier had made ount
a good case as far as Geraldton was con-
cerned. At first he was inclined to go
with the hon. member for De Grey, but
after hearing the Premier he had changed
his view. He would not take up the
time of the committee by going into the
abstract question of the value of rail-
ways, because they all knew that the
further railways were extended the fur-
ther out the squatter would go.

Mr. RICHARDSON said it was
evident that the committee was against
the amendment, and he would, therefore,
withdraw it.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Mz. LOTON said that out of the
large loan they proposed to raise, all hon,
members would favor setting apart some
of it to assist those pioneers who had
gone out into the interior and opened up
the country. He had stundied the ques-
tion of this railway a great deal, and from
what he was able to learn there was a
large extent of country available for set.
tlement if the line were constructed from
Mingenew; but although that country
was good, the rainfall was very doubtful,
and therefore it was not country well
adapted for agriculture; and besides this
they must remember thal they had just
agreed to the construction of a line which
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would open up an agricultural country.
Such being the case, he thought if they
intended to assist the seitlers of the
Murchison, and were prepared to con-
struct a railway, they should take it by
the nearest possible route. In fact if
they were going to make the line double
the distance that was necessary, it would
be hetter for the people of the North if
it were not constructed at all, and the
Government instead at once set about
putting the road in order. He might,
however, point out to hon, members that
from the figures which had been put be-
fore them, there was not the remotest
vhunce of this line paying working ex-
penses for many years to come. He had
1o intention of opposing the item becaunse,
although it would canse expense to the
coleny, it would be thie means of extend-
ing our pastoral industry, and open up
some agricultural land.
The item was then ngreed to,

Ttem 4:

TImprovements o Fastern Railway
and Railway Stations, £60,000.

Tre TREASURER (Hon. J. Forrest)
said that this item would require but very
few words in explanation. It was the in-
tention of the Government to irnprove the
Eastern Railway at the Darling Range.
They all knew that the present steep
grades were most difficult and expensive
to work, as well us very dangerous. This
was a fact that was patent Lo everyone,
and he need say ne more about it.  The
Perth and Guildford stations also re-
quired attention. At Guildford, owing
to the Midland railway, and at Perth
owing to the want of space, something
would have te be done. He was afraid
it would require very ecomomical man-
agement to make this vote suffice, but he
could only ask hon. members to trust the
Government t0 make it go as far as
possible.

Mze. PARKER said he would suggest
to the Government to strike out the
words “ Perth and Guldford,” so as to
give the Government a freer hand, as he
thought it would be necessary to improve
other stations. When the Yilgarn Rail-
way was constructed it would be neces-
sary to improve the station it joined.-
He would not, however, propose the
amendment, unless the Government were
willing to accept it.
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Tae TrEasurer (Hon. J. Forrest)
said he thanked the hon. member for his
suggestion. The Government had no
objection to the words Dbeing struck out.

Mr. PARKER: Then I move that the
words “ Perth and Guildford ” be struck
out.

The amendment was then agreed to,
and the item passed.

Ttem 5:

Additional volling stock for existing
railway lines, £25,000,

Tre TREASURER (Hon. J. Forrest)
said it had been found altogether im-
possible to carry on even the present
traffic with the existing rolling stock, and
he would ask. hon. members to support
the vote.

Mr. LOTON thought that after the
complaints there had recently been, it was
quite time additional rolling stock should
be procured.

Mr. CANNING said that for some
time past there had been complaints as to
the insufficiency of the rolling stock, and
there was a genernl feeling that more
should be obtained. He had omitted to
point out, when the last item was before
the committee, that it was necessary that
better protection should be provided at
the Perth station, hoth from the sun and
the inclement weather. Most hon. mem-
bers were aware that, with the exception
of Fremantle, there was no station in the
colony thatafforded shelter to passengers
who might have occasion to wait for the
departure or arrival of a train. This was
an important matter, and it was well that
attention should be called to it.

The item was then passed.

Ttem §:

Railway surveys, £10,000,

Tee TREASURER (Hon, J. Forrest)
said that very few words from him would
suffice to induce hon. members to support
this item. It was the intention of the
Government to make the surveys as ac-
curntely as possible before commencing
the lines, and to do this it would take
about the sum put down. A few pounds
spent on surveys might save hundreds,
or perhaps thousands, in the construction
of the line. In the past they kmew that
one of the great faults in regard to our
railway construction was the insufficiency
of the surveys.

The item was then passed.
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Ttem 7 :

Telegraph Line from Beverley lo
Broome Hill; Vasse o Cape Leeu-
win ; Flint CLff lo PFreshwaler
Camp, in Sharkes Bay ; completion
of Teleyraph line between Derby
and Wyndham ; and vepairs io
exisling lines, £16,000.

Tae TREASURER (Hon. J. Forrest)
said the Government proposed in the
first instance to carry the telegraphic
line from Beverley to Broome Hill along
the Great Southern Railway, but event.
ually it would be carried on to Albany,
which would give them a triplicate line,
The importance of the towns along the
Great Southern line was becoming well
established, and at the present time those
who resided there were subject to the
greatest amount of inconvenience owing
to the want of telegraphic communica-
tion. The next item, that of the tele-
graphic line from Vasse to Cape Leeu-
win, was put on the Schedule principally
with the object of setting up communica-
tion with the lighthouse the Grovernment
hoped to see erected. A lighthouse at
Cape Leeuwin without telegraphic com-
munication would be almost useless as a
signalling station. Although that was
the principal object the Government had
in view when placing this item in the
Loan Schedule, there were other ad-
vantages that would acerue from the con-
struction of this line. In the first place
it would go to Quindalup, where there
was a large timber station. Eighteen
miles from Busselton it would go to
Yelverton’s, and from there along the
present road to the Margaret River, then
to the timber station at the Hamelin, and
from there eight or ten miles to the pro-
posed site of the lighthouse. Apart from
the lighthouse, therefore, he beheved that
this would be a good workin the interests
of the country. The next item was
the telegraphic line from Flint CLff to
Freshwater Camp, in Sharks Bay. There
had heen a great demand for this line
by the pearlers and others around Sharks
Bay. At present there were a number
of people there to whom the want of
telegraphic communication was most in-
convenient. People wenf out in open
boats to meet the steamers at the time
they were expected, and he had known
them wait about for a week at a time
and then have to go home without
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seeing the steamer. The next item
was the completion of the telegraphic
line from Derby to Wyndham, and re-
pairs to existing lines. They had already
spent £40,000 or £50,000 on the Derby-
Wyndham line, and it had been taken
over by the Government as far as Hall's
Creek. The other portion (about 200
miles) had not been taken over, as it was
not yet quite complete, It appeaved that
an inferior wire had been used in the
construction of the work, and although
the best possible was being done to keep
up communication, still it had not been
established permanently yet, and it was
a very great question whether they
would not have to re-wire the whole line.
Having spent so much on this work, the
least they could do was to complete it,
and he believed when that was done it
should be properly maintained, for, as he
had said before, those persons who had
settled in the remote parts of the colony
deserved some consideration. They were
the pioncers of settlement and should be
encouraged in postal and telegraphic com-
munication, when possible.  Although
they had spent a large amount, and the
prospects of these districts were not so
great as they anticipated, still he had no
fear of the future, and he believed that
ong of the great things that would tend
to increase the population would be the
establishment of telegraphic communica-
tion. He felt sure that that was the one
great thing wanting to induce people to
mvest their capital there. Some peoplein
Melbourne had told him that it was im-
possible to carry on work there without
the telegraph, and the late Government
had tried its best to supply the want. The
Line had been made with very great
difficulty, but some one was to blame
in not providing for wire of the neces-
sary strength. That used was not good
epough. It was continually breaking,
with the result that they bad telegraphic
communication one day and the next it
was interrupted. The whole thing
wanted investigating, and if it were found
that the wire was useless, the sooner they
changed it the better. With that end in
view the Government had placed on the
Estimates a sufficient sum to put the line
in good order, besides leaving some lttle
surplus for repairs to existing lines. He
would be glad to give hon. members any
other information he could.

&
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Mgr. PIESSE said he had great pleas-
ure in agreeing to this item. He was
personally interested in the line from
Beverlev to Broome Hill, but he was sorry
the Government did not at once intend
to carry it right on to Albany. It was
very inconvenient at present, both for
the settlers and persons travelling, and
the latter had now no means, after arriv-
ing ot these stations, to make arrange-
ments necessary for them on their arrival
at the end of the journey. He would,
therefore, support the item.

Mr. PARKER said he did not intend
to oppose the itew, and he quite agreed
with the hon. gentleman in charge of the
bill when he said that having built the
line it was advisable we should keep it
up. It was no use having started to
build the Wyndham line, to discontinue
it, or to have it out of repair, or useless,
by defective wire. When the old Legis-
lative Council made up its mind to build
the line it was not inthe interest of the
gettler, hut in the interest of the Govern-
ment, who found it almost inpessible to
govern the people of this huge territory
without it. An instance of the imcon-
venience was that one of the members
who had been returned to that House—
the wember for East Kimberley—had
not yet bheen able to take his seat,
owing to there being no means of
obtaining a return to the writ, and
probably the hon. member himself did
not yet know the House was in session.
If they retained the Kimberley District
they must have telegraphic communi-
cation. He had always understood it was
not the defective wire that caused the
interruptions on the Hall’s Creek line,
but the depredations of the natives, who,
as soon as the insulators were put up,
pulled them down and used them as
spear heads.

Tre Treasurer (Hon. J. Forrest):
That is at the other end, between Hall's
Creek and Wyndham.

Mr. PARKER said he had been told
that as soon as the wire had been put up,
the natives climbed the poles and took
the insulators for their spears. He under
stood that for miles along the road this
happened. The line ran through hills
and gorges, and he would like to know
how the Glovernment proposed to protect
it, in this uninhabited district.
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Tee TREASURER (Hon. J. Forrest)
said it was the intention of the Govern-
ment to put the line in order, and to protect
it by a police patrol. If the natives found
out that they were watched, and punished
when caught, they would soon desist. It
was an extraordinary thing that there
was no trouble on the other part of the
line. from Hall's Creek to Derby. He
thought, however, the Government would
be able to do something in regard to the
other end of the line, and, at any rate, if
hon, members trusted them with the ex-
penditure of this vote, they would make
a good attempt.

The item was then passed.

Item 8:

Harbor Works at Fremantle, includ-
ing extension of jetty and improve-
ments to approaches, £150,000.

Tue TREASURER (Houn. J. Forrest)
said hon. members were aware that a
scheme of harbor works for Fremantle had
been considerably talked about for many
years past. At one time, under the old
form of Government, the House voted
£100,000 to carry out an outer scheme of
harbor works, but for some cause or other
the Government of the day did not expend
the vote, the principal reason, he thought,
being that it was considered the under-
taldng would cost too much. Af all
events they either changed their minds,
or were afraid, or thought that the money
could be better spent in places where it
was more urgently needed. He thought
himself it was a great pity that the
money was not spent at the time, for if
it had Dbeen, he felt sure we should have
been in a far better position now than we
were. With portion of the £150,000 in
the Schedule, the Government intended
to extend the present jetty into 23ft. or
24ft. of water. This would enable all
the ships that trade to Fremantle to
come alongside in ordinary weather. The
Government also intended to expend a
sum not exceeding £20,000 on improving
the river, but at the same time he might
inform hon., members that they would
spend very little money at the mouth of
the river, except under competent ad-
vice. The balance £100,000 or £110,000
the Governmnent proposed to expend in
commencing a scheme of harbor works,
on the design of Sir John Coode. The
Grovernment felt they were not justified
in spending money at Fremantle except
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under competent advice. They felt they
must have a solid rock to stand upon,
and must not be throwing money into
the sea on this or that opinion. Butif
they went in for a scheme at all, they
must carry it out under the management
of a gentleman the people had confidence
in. A great many opinions had been ex-
pressed, and he himself had a personal
opinion on the subject, but it seemed to
the Government that having gone to the
expense of getting Sir John Coode to come
to the colony, they could not do other than
accept his advice. A great many persons
did not believe in Sir John Coode, and
would rather be guided by their own
opinions. But whatever feelings they
had-—and as he had said, he had an opinion
of his own—they must not allow them to
have any force against the opinions of
one of the most eminent men in the world
on harbor eonstruction. Everyone knew
that 8ir John Coode had a great reputa-
tion, and that there existed monuments
of his success in all parts of the world.
He had seen the harbor at Colombe,
which would remain a monument to Sir
John Coode long after he had gone, and
there was another at the Cape. Being,
therefore, a man of considerable emin-
ence, he was such an one as the Govern-
ment could stand upon. The Govern-
ment were not justified in spending this
money except on the opinion of some one
of undouhted ability. If they spent it on
the opinion of a man well gualified to
give advice they would have done the
best thing they could. These were the
views of the Government on the subject,
and if hon. members wished for further
mformation he would be glad to afford
it.

Mr. Parger: Will the hon. gentle-
man tell us which of Sir John Coode's
schemes he alludes to?

Tae TREASURER (Hon. J. Forrest) :
The one that he recommends—ithe small
scheme which is capable of extension.

Mr. PargEr: What will be the dis-
tance of the work, and the estimate of
the cost?

Tas TREASURER (Hon. J. Forrest) :
The total cost of the part coloured red
on the plan, 8ir John Coode estimates at
£448 500, The length of the wiaduct
(that is the wooden approach) will be
1,600 feet, and then there will be 11,225
feet of solid pier.
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Me. PARKER said that as this was
the first intimation they had had of the
mode in which the Government intended
to spend this money, and as it was not
only an expenditure of £100,000 but
really half a million, he thought they
should report progress. Although it was
quite true there were monuments of Sir
John Coode's successes in various parts
of the world, there were also monuments
of his failures.

Tee CommrssioNER oF CrowN LanDs
(Hon. W. E. Marmion) : Where ?

Mr. PARKER said he believed one
of them was in New Zealand, and they
linew that his estimates were never any-
thing like within the mark. He did not
think the Colombo breakwater was
vonstructed for anything like the esti-
mate. : ’

Twe TrREasvreEr (Hon. J. Forrest): It
is reported to me that it was.

Mr. PARKER said he had seen the
work, and although it was a grand one,
it was nothing like what they would have
to do at Fremantle,

TrE TrEasvrER (Hon. J. Forrest): Oh,
yes.

M=z. PARKER said he did not think
80. The Colombo breakwater was taken
from the shore: all the stone was close at
hand, and there were a large number of
native prisoners employed on the work,
and with all this the cost was £800,000.
TUndoubtedly it was a great work, but he
should say it was nothing like what was
proposed to be undertaken at Fremantle.
Another reason why he asked that pro-
gress be reported was, that when he was
in England a great discussion was taking
place on a new mode of building break-
waters. Some gentleman, it appeared,
had taken out a patent, his idea being to
put down iron girders and then throw
the rubble and ordinary stones into
it, which would reduce the cost by one
half. He himself spoke to the patentee
on the subject, and was informed by
him that the Fremantle breakwater could
be carried out, on Sir John Coode’s
plans, by his method, for £250,000. He
did not say whether this gentleman’s
scheme was a success; but i1t was being
tried at Home, and on the discussion
which took place on it, it was said that
it was likely to turn out a success.
TUnder these circumstances, some informa-
tion on this scheme might, with advant-
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age to the colony, Le obtained. He,
therefore, asked to report progress.

Tue Treasvrir (Hon. J. Forrvest) :
We do not wish to report progress.

Mg, PARKER: Then I move that the
item he postponed until the other items
are disposed of.

Tre TREASURER (Hon. J. Forrest)
said he did not think they would be in
any better position to discuss the ques-
tion at the next sitting of the House
than they were then. The question of
Harbor Works for Fremantle had been
before them for years, and it must havo
been known to hon. members that the
Government was going to stand on Sir
John Coode’s scheme. The Government
would not mind the item being postponed,

| except that they were anxious thet the

colony should be represented ut the Con-
vention which was to be held in Sydney
at the begiming of March; but unless
they were able to fnish the business,
they could not get there in time. With
regard to the iron breakwater which was
spoken of by the hon. member for York,
he might say that the work could not be
commenced at once, and the Govermment
would of course not lose sight of any
new scheme which might be carried out
here with advantage.

Mr, RICHARDSON said it was just
this point he wished to refer to. The
Government had stated that they would
do pothing in the river except under
competent advice; and when they were
obtaining this advice they might also
get no opinion on this new form of
breakwater. The world did not stand
still in the matter of breakwaters, any
more than in anything else. Two or
three years ago Sir John Coode might
have Deen the best man in the world
on the subject; but it was quite pos-
sible that something better might have
been devised than was then known to any
living aunthority on marine works. He
hoped the Government, before commit-
ting the colony to any definite scheme,
would take all possible means to spend
the money to the very best advantage.
He did not see what further information
they could obtain by delay.

Tee TREASURER (Hon. J. Forrest)
said within the last few days be had
received a telegram from Sir John Coode,
not saying that he could not make any
alteration in his scheme, but stating that
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the alteration he (the Treasurer) had
suggested would not do. His idea, when
telegraphing to Sir John Coode was,
that instead of comstructing a new via-
duct, some means might be devised of
making the present jJetty the viaduct.
He might also point out that the proba-
bility was that if anything new in regard
to harbor works had been discovered,
8ir John Coode would have pointed it
out. He could again ouly assure hon.
members that the Government would do
nothing without obtaining the very best
advice possible.

M=z. PAREER said that by post-

poning the item, there would be no delay. |
Even if there were delay in regard to a
scheme which was to cost £500,000, he |
thought it better than hurrying the °

matter through simply to enable the

colony to be represented at the Conven. -

tion. The one was of more importance
to the colony than the other.
tions of the GGovernment came to him as
quite a surprise. Even with a short
delay, he might not be able to gather
much information; but still it would
give him, and other hon. members, an
opportunity of looking into the reports
and refreshing their memories as to what
had been done. And again, it would be
moest unreasonable to ask the House to
pass this item without discussion,
would be a disgrace to the colony to pass
it in the way suggested.

Tee COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion) said he
could not possibly sit quietly and listen
to the remarks of the hon, member with-
out making some reply. The hon, mem.-
ber had listened for years to discussions
on this subject. He had listened to
many words of wisdom; but, unfortu-

nately, they had not had much effect :
upon him. ‘'When the proper time arrived .

he would be prepared to show that the
hon. member had had full information
on the subject. The hon. member must
be aware that o resolution was proposed
and carried by a considerable majority in
the old Legislative Council, to the effect
that any future scheme of harbor works
at Fremantle should be carried out on
the basis propesed by Sir John Coode.
He could, too, trace the history of the
Fremantle Harbor Works from the time
they were conceived up to now, and show
that all the authorities that had been
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consulted on the subject were in accord
with the greatest Marine Engineer
living, and who the hon. member was
disposed to treat as no authority at all,
Sir John Coode was the President of the
Board of Civil Engineers, and was a
man of world-wide reputation—a man
sought by the British and Australian
Governments for his advice in any great
undertaking. It was a curious fact that
in matters of far less importance to this
colony the hon. member did not seek an
adjournment. He hoped that when the
hon. member occupied a different posi-
tion to that he did at present, he would
not advocate postponements of every-
thing, otherwise his term of office would
e a very short one. There was no
excuse for postponement at the present
time, for the scheme was well known.
If the Government were not to act on the
advice of Sir John Coode, on what basis
should they act? He hoped hon. mem-
hers would not consent to an adjonrn-
| ment,

Mzr. PARKER said he did not wish
for delay, but he thought it would be a
disgrace to the Legislature if they passed
this item, which really committed the
conntry to the expenditure of half a
million of money, after half-an-hour's
debate, and after only having a few
minutes official votice of the plan it was
proposed to adopt.

Trr TREASURER (Hon. J. Forrest)
said that as there seemed to be a feeling
among hon. members that the item should
be postponed, the Government would
offer no objection.

Item postponed.
| Ttem 9:

Harbor Works at Geraldten, tnelud-
ing New Jelty, £25,000.

Tue TREASURER (Hon. J. Forrest)
said the construction of the Midland and
, other railways would necessitate harbor
improvements and better jetty accommo-
dation at Gteraldton. They had a report
on the harbor works at Geraldton by Sir
John Coode, and it was the intention of
the Government to spend this money in
the way proposed by him. Sir John
Coode recommended a new jetty opposite
, Durlacher Street to the East of the pres-
ent jetty.  The length of the present
jetty was 700 feet, and to extend it to
reach the 3 fathom line it would have to
{ be carried 3,500 feet further, whereas, to
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construct a new jetty at the site sug-
gested, the same depth could be reached
at a distance of 2,150 feet. Local opin-
ion was in favor of the new site; for the
residents of Geraldton could see there
was nothing to be gained by extending
the present jetty. Sir John Coode’s esti-
mate was £21,400, so that in asking for
£25,000 the Government were satisfied
they would have a sufficient sum to carry
out the work, He might say, however,
that the question was rather a difficult
one on account of the vested interests
which exzisted.

Mgr. PARKER said he could not see
why the question of vested interests
should be considered at all. For instance,
it might be advisable to remove the Perth
railway station, and surely people could
not- be allowed to say they had vested
interests in the station being where it
was, and that it should not be removed.
He had no ohjection to the item.

Mr. LOTON said he was glad to he
able to support this item. Even the
people having vested interests at Gerald-
ton could see that the jetty was in the
wrong place, and they were willing to
have a new one erected on a proper site.

The item was then agreed to.

Ttem 10

Additional shipping facilities and re-
pair of Tramway ol Carnarvon, and
Dredging, £2,000.

Tae TREASURER (Hon. J. Forrest)
said that a sum of £20,000 had been
spent at Carnarvon on the jetty, und after
it was built it was found that steamers
could not come to it because of a little
shallow ground in cne spot, and it was
the intention of the Government with this
amount to remove it. If they could only
do sufficient with this money to enable
the steamers to go alongside, it would
give a great impetus to trade, and confer
a boon on the settlers of the district.

The item was then agreed to.

Ttem 11:

Shipping facilities at  Ashburton,
Landing stage and approach, and
Buildings, £3,000.

Tur TREASURER (Hon. J. Forrest)
said the people at this Northern port had
bad very little done for them by the
Government, although a large quantity
of wool was exported from there, It was
intended to improve the landing place at
Ashburton Creek, and provide facilities
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for shipping stouk, and probably the
erection of a store-house for the receipt
and storage of woeol. 1t might also be
found desirable to improve the road, which
was very bad, for about a mile from the
landing place.

The item was agreed to.

Item 12

Haurbor improvements ab Cossack, ex-
tension of Jelty, und approuches,
£10,000.

Tee TREASURER (Hon. J. Forrest)
said that although this was the most im-
portant port in the Northern Territory,
for many years there had been great
difficulties in regard to the shipping,
Several natural advantages existed there;
there was a good tide, and now a wharf
and other shipping facilities were re-
quired. The Government proposed to
build a wharf and other jetty accommoda-
tion, including sheds and a Custom House
in counectton with it. Considering the
impoertance of this port, the amount
asked for was a small one, and he would
ask hon, members to support it.

Me. H. W. SHOLL was glad his con-
stituency had got a little of the sop
thrown out by the Government to the
various districts in the colony. In regard
to Customs returns Cossack stood fourth
on the list. In December the amount
was £1,347 and in January £747, and
these ainounts were for goeds imported
from Singapore and other places direct.
On the goods coming from the South the
duty was already paid, and Cossack did
not get the credit of it.

The item wus then agreed to.

Item 13:

Improvements at other Ports, and Con-
tingencies, £4,000.

Tae TREASURER (Hon. J. Forrest)
said he need savy very little about this
itom., It was to improve ports not
specially mentioned, and they ranged
from Wyundham to Eucla. For instance,
facilites were very much required for
shipping stock at Derby, and he could
assure hon. members thut the matter
would not be lost sight of.

The item was agreed to.

Ttem 14:

Purchase of Stewm Dredge or Dredges,
and Dredging, £50,000,

Tae TREASURER (Hon. J. Forrest)
said the necessity fora steam dredge had



240 Loan Bill,
been long felt. It was the inteniion of
the Government to purchase one at a
cost of something hke £30,000. The
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balance of the money would be required |

for working it for some time. A dredge
was required at Princess Royal Harbor
for deepening the channel ; it was re-
quired in connection with the Fremantle
Harbor Works, and to remove the ob-
struction at Carnarvon. He hoped the
itema would be passed.

Mz. RICHARDSON said he would
like to know whether the Government
thought one dredge sufficient, consider-
ing the work to be done ? He might

point out that a new kind of dredge had !

recently come into use, which acted dif-

ferently to the old hopper dredge, and '

was much cheaper to work, especially
where if was required to reclaim land.
No doubt, however, the Government
would obtain the best information possi-
ble on the subject before expending the
money.

Mr. PIESSE said that in the absence
of the hon. member for Albany he would
like to call attention to the necessity

there was for placing this dredge in °

Princess Royal Harbor as soon as possi-
ble.
Albany during the past week, and, in
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deeper, so as to allow the mail steamers
to come in.

The item was then agreed to.

Ttem 15:

Development of Goldfields and Mineral
resowrces, £100,600. .

Tue TREASURER (Hon. J. Forrest) :
I beg to move that this item be reduced
by £30,000, in accordance with His Ex-
cellency’s Message.

The reduction was agreed to.

Mr. RICHARDSON said he would
like to have some assurance from the
leader of the Grovernment as to the way
in which it was intended to spend this
money, He did not wish to see the
Northern goldfields left out in the cold
in the way they had been in the past.
‘When the last sum was set apart for the
development of goldfields, a large amount
of dissatisfaction was caused owing to
nearly the whole of it beiny spent on the
Yilgarn fields. He referred particularly
to the item £15,000 for water supply on
the goldfields. Thelate Government had
given an assurance that the Northern
goldfields would not be neglected, but
the whole amount voted had been spent

, on the Yilgarn goldfields and wasted.

Various meetings had been held at -

conjunction with the members for Albany .

and Plantagenet, he had been addressed
and requested to impress upon the House
the desirability of having the dredge
used at Albany in the first instance. At
present shipping was debarred from enter-
ing the port, although the facilities pro-
vided were suitable to the requirements
of the largest vessels. The Albany people
thought they should have at least half
thig amount for themselves to remove the
silt which had been accumulating for
years.

TeEe TREASURER (Hon. J. Forrest)
said he did not think the hon. member
was right in saying that the harbor was
silting up, for the latest Admiralty charts
showed that the depth of water was the
same as it always had been. The dredge
the Government intended to purchase
would be one of a class that could steam
several miles an hour, and could go about
from place to place, and it was their in-
tention to work it wherever it was wost
required. At the same time the Govern-
ment would at once endeavor to make
the entrance to Princess Royal Harbor

If a fair proportion of this sum were now
devoted to the North, it would go a long
way to pacify that feeling of discontent
which prevailed there. He hoped the
Government would give an assurance to
the cominittee that the Northern gold-
fields would not be neglected.

Tue TREASURER (Hon. J. Forrest)
said the difficulty the Government bad to
encounter in the past with regard to the
North was that there were nothing but
alluvial diggings. At one time a rush
took place to one spot, and shortly after
there was no one there at all, so that it
was difficult to koow how to assist them.
There had been a great many difficulties
with regard to the Northern fields, but
there were none such at the HEastern
fields, At the North there was water,
but at the East there was none. He
could assure the hon. member that in
expending the vote the Government
would take care to do as much with it as
possible for the Lenefit of the whole of
the goldfields. They would expend it
where they found it most required, and
he hoped when the Governinent met them
again they would bave no reason to
complain of how it had been expended.
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As far as the Government were advised
at present, they intended to spend the
money on finding water and encouraging
deep sinking on the Yilgarn goldfields,
and this latter they intended to do, to
convinee, if possible, those hon. members
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who were now sceptical as to the utility -

Before the
members to

of coustructing a line there.
Governmeni asked lhon.

agree to the Railway Bill for this line he .

hoped sume of the shufts would be sunk
to a considerable depth, and thus prove
the wisdom of the vote the Government
had already induced the House to agree
to for the construction of the railway,

The itemn was then agreed to.

Ttem 16:

Surveys of Land for Agricultural
settlement along Railwuys, £20,000.

Tue TREASURER (Hon. J. Forrest)
said this was a very proper item because
it was the intention of the Government,
while the railways were underconstruction,
to huve snrveys made along both sides of
the lines, so that as soon as they were
open for trafic they would be able to set-
tle the people on the soil at once. He
hoped the committee would agree to
the item.

Mz, PAREER said he guite agreed
with the item, especially bearing in mind
the revenue they derived from the sale
of land.

Mr. RICHARDSON said the term
“along railways™ was a very elastic one.
Would it include country 20 or 30 miles
back *

Tes TREASURER. (Hon. J. Forrest):
It will include country within a fair
distance of the railway.

The item was then agreed to,

Ttem 17:

Immigration, £50,000.

Tur TREASURER (Hon. J. Forrest)
said the Govermmeut had put this item
on the Schedule so as to have Funds
available for bringing suitable immigrants
to the colony. At present very little
was being done to bring people here.
Persons nominating their friends in
England had now to pay £7 per head,
which was not always convenient, and
the Government thought that if they
had an amount like this at their disposal
they might assist the immigration of
farm laborers, domestic servants, and
other suitable persons, who would be
especially selected by our own agents in
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England to come to this colony. The
Government had not vet determined the
cxact lines on which they would spend
the money, but they had put the item on
the Schedule bLecause they thought that
in a large scheme of public works, such
as they intended to embark upon, such
a vote should be at the disposal of the
Government to enable them to pay a
portion of the passage money of any
desirable person that they might wish to
have seut out,

Mr. RICHARDSON said he hoped
the greater portion of this item would be
devoted to the mominated system, which
was a system which had worked well in
the past, TUnder the free system all
kinds of persons were sent out, most of
them unsuitable, and who in time had to
be supported by the colony; but under
the nominated system there was the
advantage that those who pominated
were bound to look after their [riends
from the time of their arrival until they
obtained employment.

Mr. PEARSE said the nominated sys-
tem had answered well in the past, but
he thought that instead of the persons
who nominated having to pay £7 they
should in future only be called upon to
pay £5. He knew of many instances of
people who wished to nominate their
friends, but could not do so, being unable
to afford the £7.

Mr. LOTON said he was surprised to
see an item like this on the Schedule, for
he would have thought that wheu the
colony was going into the market to
borrow a large amount of money for
public works, it ought to be suflicient of
itself to induce the necessary amount of
labor to come to the colonyv. He had
heen a member of the Immigration Board
for some years, and, as far as his experi-
ence went, all the money that had been
spent on immigration outside the nomin-
ated system had been thrown away. The
Board had found that to bring people
out here free was only another way of
paying their passages to the other colo-
nies. He was not sure whether there
was any amount on the Estimates for
immigration under the nominated system,
and, therefore, instead of moving that
the whole sum bhe struck out, he would
move its reduction by £30,000.

Me. THROSELL said he would sup-
port the vote, Though no doubt, while
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they were comstructing public works, a
large population would be attracted here,
still at the same time there was no guar-
antee as to what kind of labor we should
get. What was wanted in this colony was
agricultural labor. He knew of many
works among the farmers that were at
Present at a standstill owing to the want
of suitable labor. There were many peo-
ple in his district who were prepared to
go in largely for the coltivation of fruit
and vines, but who were unable to em-
bark upon the industries owing to the
want of suitable labor.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL said that if we
could make sure of getting the class of
immigrants we vequired, he would sup-
port the vote; but his experience was
that if we imported people to this colony
we got none but men who remained
about towns, and would not go into the
country at any price. The same thing
happened in the other colonies, with the
‘result that the towns became congested.
Then the unemployed difficulty arose, and
a large number of men became a burden
to the taxpayers of the colony. We were
going in for a large public works poliey ;
a large amount of private capital was
also being expended in the colony, and
this, he thought, should be sufficient to
attract as much population as would be
desirable without taxing the people here
to bring out jimmigrants, It was time
enough when we stopped borrowing, and
found our labor market not suppled, to
spend mopey in immigration. He would
support the reduction of the item.

Tue TREASURER (Hoo. J. Forrest)
said he thought the House could trust
the Government with the vote, especially
as they were prepared to assure hon.
members that unless they could get the
class of immigrants they required, they
would not spend the money. They might
get the men they required, and, at all
events, they could try. There was no
reason why because we had not been able
to get the proper class in the past, we
should not now. 1In the past we had not
our own agent. We had to trust to the
Crown Agents, and shipping agents, who
cared very little so long as they got so
many people. In the future we should
have our own agent, and much greater
care would be taken in the selection. He
could, however, assure hon. members that
unless the Government could spend the
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money to ndvantage they would not spend
it at all,

Mr. RICHARDSON asked whether it
was the intention of the Government to
have a practical man at Home to select
the immigrants.

Tae TREASURER (Hon. J. Forrest)
said be did not thiok it would be a bad
thing for the colony to send Home a man
to act in this matter in conjunction with
the Agent General.

Mge. SCOTT said that what was want-
ed at Home was some one who could ex-
pluin to the agrienltural laborers there
what things they would be required to do
in this colony. It was because they had
no such person in the past that they had
veceived so unsuvitable a class of 1mmi-
grants. In the past he had noticed that
those sent out to this colony were mostly
persons fit for either the hospital or the
agylum. Only in going through the
Asylum that day he had found a Chinese
who had quite recently been brought to
the colony.

Tee Treasurer (Hon. J. Forrest):
But he was not brought out at the expeunse
of the Government.

Mg. SCOTT: Perhaps not, but if hon.
members would go round the Asylum
they would tind a number of persons
there who had been brought out at the
expense of the Government, and who were
physically incapable from the first.

M=z. PIESSE said that his experience
of the immigrants sent out tu this colony
was by no means satisfactory. He was
employing about sixty men, and among
them were a number of immigrants, and
he found that ome and all had to be
educated to the work that was reguired
of them. He had had immigrants that
bad been sent out to this colony as farm-
ing hands, coming to him for work, whoe
could not handle a spade or an axe. He
would oppose the vote.

Mr. TRAYLEN said that when he
was lately in England he was in the
cenire of the agricultural districts, and
he lectured on the subject of this colony.
There was only one safe way for us to
obtain suitable men, and that was to send
Home a man who knew the colony fairly
well, and who knew what should be ex-
pected from agricultural laborers. Ifsuch
a man were sent Home he should not, as
had been suggested, be made subject to
the Agent General, but should on the
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contrary be given very large discretion.
He should be allowed to go into the
villages and see the people, and make
personil inquiries as to the characters of
the persons offering to come out. It
was said that we could not get agricul-
tural kaborers of the right c¢lass to come
here; but the effect of one lecture in
Peterborough was to turn the whole
country side towards this colony; but at
that time he had no authority to do any-
thing. He could not open up negotia-
tious with them, and could ounly give
them such information as they asked for,
and tell them what steps it was necessary
for them to take if they wished to come
out. If they, however, sent an author-

ised person to these villages, one who

gould lecture and in other ways dissemi-
uate information us to the ¢olony, he feli
sure we should be able to get the stump
of men we wanted. Another point that
he might mention was, that there always
came a time to the BEnglish farmer when
he could not continue to employ advan-
fageously all the hands that he had, and
was obliged to discharge some of them.
These men were not turned adrift be-
cause they were indifferent men, but
becaunse the farmer must reduce his staft.
If we had 2 man in some of these places
at about the time of the year he referred
to, no doubt the right class of men could
be obtained. :

Mr. CLARKSON said he could not
oppose the vote, because. living in a
country district, as he did, he knew the
fariners were at o standstill for want of
suitable labor. He knew in the past the
immigration system had been a failure,
and that men had come out under it who
Lkoew nothing about farming operations;
but he could not help thinking that some
means could be devised by which suit-
able men could be selected. Not long
ago he was talking to a thoroughly cap-
able man who had come out, and who
said that there were hundreds of men
like himself in England who would be
glad to come to the colony if they could.
He did not see any great difficulty in the
way of sending a man to England who
kunew the class of men we required, and
who could act upon his own responsi-
bility in sending them out. If he thought
that in the future the immigration sys-
tem to this colony would be conducted
on the same lines as it has been in the
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past, he would oppose the vote; but
after the assurance of the (Government
he was now prepared to let it go.

Mr. PATERSON said that the debate
referred particularly to farm laborers,
but he thought something should he
said about the wants of the ladies.
There was o great scarcity of domestic
servants in the colony, and a portion of
this vote should be spent in sending for
them. He hoped, however, that some
better method of selection would be de-
vised in the future than had existed in
the past.

Mr. SYMON said that he heard o
great deal about English farm laborers,
but be thought it would be a gond thing
if they could get out here a few of the
Scotch crofters, and he knew there were
plenty of them willing to come if they
The

had militated in the past against our
obtaining a good class of 1mmigrant.
On these immigrant ships the people
were huddled together like so many
sheep, and people did not care to be
subjected to such treatment. He would
sapport the vote, but he hoped the
Government would take steps to secure
a proper class of hnmigrant coming to
the colony.

Mg. EEANE said that he heard about
English and Scotch laborers, and he
would now say a word in favor of the
Irish laborers. He was sure that if they
went into the rvight parts of Ireland they
could get first class meu. They might
also go to the Contivent, for there was a
special class of labor required here in the
cultivation of the vine and the growing
of fruit which foreigners knew more
about than the people of Great Britain.
In South Awustralia the most successful
agrienléurists were the Germans, and he
wouwld like to see a portion of the vote
spent in bringing to this colony people
of that stamp.

M=r. PARKER said that if this vote
were to be only used in bringing out
agricultural laborers from the mother
country a very small portion of it would
be expended. Having been brought up
on the soil, the English laborer had a
great love for his birthplace, and it was
hard to induce him to leave it. There
were also other British colonies much
nearer than Australia, and quite as
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attractive, to which he would go if he
wished to emigrate. They all knew
Capada was making great efforts to get
a proper stamp of farm laborer. She
had her agents all through England, and
they were doing their utmost to induce
this class of laborer to emigrate. The
Canadian Government offered not only
to pay the passage of the people, but held
out other large inducements to them to
settle on the soil. Although, therefore,
some person from this colony might do
a great deal for us, still we must remem-
ber that we had to compete in this work
against other large colonies. He thought
that we should find that we should have
to rest content with getting men out and
then teaching them their business. He
recollected that when a number of imwi-
grants were brought cut by the Land Com-
pany, and were sent to work on the railway,
it was thought they would be utterly use-
less, but they turned out to be admirable
navvies. He rather agreed with the hon.
member for Geraldton that we should
induce the immigration of men skilled in
the production of fruit. If auny person
in the colony now wanted to plant an
orchard, it was a very diffieult matter for
him to obtain men who had a proper
knowledge of the work. If some Italians,
or GGermans, were sent out so as to show
the colonists how to cultivate the vine
and make wine, it would be of great
benefit to the colony. They knew of two
persons in this colony, Messrs. Lauffer
and Hawter, who started two years ago
in the Hills, and the immense success
which had attended their efforts was
notorious. He trusted, therefore, that
the Grovernment would spend some of the
money at their disposal in the direction
he had indicated.

The amendment was then negatived,
and the item agreed to.

Ttem 18:
Lighthouse at Cape Leewwin, £10,000.

Tae TREASURER (Hon. J. Forrest)
said the intention of the Government was
to erect a lighthouse on a site approved
by the Admiralty and connected with
the telegraph system of the colony.
It would be, he felt sure, a great hoon
to ships, and afford facilities to persons
who were travelling. Nothing was
more inconvenient than to go to Albany
and mot know when a steamer was to
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arrive. With a lighthouse, vessels could
be signalled from the Leeuwin and the
exact time of their arrival at Albany
would be known. The question had been
before them for many years, during which
they had been trying to obtain the assist-
ance of the other colonies towards keep-
ing up the light, but his own opinion was
they would not succeed in getting any
contribution towards it. The other col-
onies had their own lights to look after.
For instance, Queensland had an ex-
tensive coast but she bore the expense
of her lights, and it would, in his opinion,
be unreasonable to ask her to contribute
towards ours. He thought this colony
should show a better spint, and not en-
deavor to get as much as possible from
our neighbors; we should rather do a
little ourselves. The site proposed was
on the mainland. The lighthouse would
be 80 feet high, and 200ft. above the sea
level, and could be seen 25 wmiles off.

M=. Parxer: What kind of a light?

Tre TREASURER (Hon. J. Forrest) :
A first class light.

Me. Parxir ; Electric?

Tee TREASURER (Hon. J. Forrest) :
I don't think that.

Mr. PARKER said it seemed to him
that this light was in a different category
from those on the coast of Queensland.
The Leeuwin wus a place all steamers
coming to Australia sighted, in fact they
all made for that point. With but very
few exceptions all these vessels went
straight to the other colonies, and there-
fore the light would be of much greater
benefit to our neighbors than ourselves.
That being the case it was not unreason-
able to ask the other colonies to contri-
bute.

Tee TreEasurerR {(Hon. J. Forrest):
‘We have asked them.

Mz. PAREER said he understood
that captains of vessels had an objection
to the Breaksea light because, until they
got right up to Bald Head, they could
not see it. They said it should be built
up so that it could be seen over Bald
Head, and that it should be of a greater
power. With regard to this Leeuwin
light, although ships had been passing
for many years, we had heard of no wreck
of any consequence owing to a vessel
approaching the shore too closely. It
might be that this light would be a
source of danger rather than safety, for
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it might be the means of inducing ships °

to draw in too close,
Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.

S. Burt) said he knew something about .

the opinions of the other colonies on this
point. At the Colonial Conference in
1887 he took the opportunity of asking
them to contribute towards what he call-
ed a national object, but he was laughed
at, and could not find one delegate who
would even tulk the matter over. They
said they had their own lights to main-
tain, and that surely it was not too much
to ask Western Australia to contribute
one light in the interests of navigation
generally. He was sure they would get
no contribution from the other colonies.

Mg. COOKWORTHY said he had no

objection to the light, but he hoped it |

would be put up in the right place.
Captain Archdeacon had stated that if
the light was put up in the place the
Government wanted 1t, it would do more
harm than good. He knew the site pro-
posed, and 1t was a good distance from
the point of the Leeuwin.

Tre TREASURER (Hou. J. Forrest) :
‘When Captain Coghlan was here he
selected two sites, one at St. Alouarn
Island and the other at Cape Hamelin.
These were sent on to the Admiralty,
and they approved of neither site, but
selected another, and they could not be
doing wrong in accepting the decision of
s0 high an authority.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
5. Burt) said that Captain Coghlan had
told him that at the Admiralty they had
informed him that if they had seen him
before deciding the matter, their decision
would have becn different, and they re-
quested him to get the colony to refer
the matter to bim again.

The item was then passed.

Ttem 19:

Public buiddings af Geroldion, Cos-
sack and olker Northern Porls,
£3,000.

Mr. PARKER : Why lLmt it to
Northern ports ?

Tue Treasurer (Hou. J. Forrest):
There are a lot of pressing wants.

Mzr. PARKER: Is there not still a
sum of £1,200 standing to the credit of
the Geruldton jetty ?

Tae Treasvrek (Hon. J. Forrest):
I do not think so.

The item was agreed to.
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Ttem 20:

Grants-in-aid to Roads and Bridges,
i and Watcr Supply on Roods,
£80,000. :
i Item agreed to without debate.
| Tre TREASURER (Hon. J. Forrest)
* moved that progress be reported and
* leave given to sit again the following
. day.

; Question—put and passed.

The House adjourned at 11'50 p.m.

Legislatibe Bssembly,
Thursday, 12th February, 1891.

Alleged ill-trentment of Patrick Power in the Colopial
Hoflpital—-Com pensation for lands resgmed Ly Mid.
land HRailway—Formation of Fruit-growiog colo-
nies in Western Australia—Loan Bill:  farther
copsidered in committee—Estimates of Expendi-
ture, 1891: Eurther considered in committce—
Adjournment.

Tug SPEAXER took the chair at
730 pm.

PravERs.

ALLEGED ILL-TREATMENT OF PAT-
RICK POWER IN THE COLONTAL
HOSPITAL.

Mr. CANNING: I wish to ask the
Premier the question standing in my
name—whether the Government propose
to take any steps to ascertain the truth
or otherwise of the allegations contained
in a letter appearing in the “ West Aus-
tralian”’ newspaper of 31st January, and
signed *“ Patrick Power;"” in which the
writer complained of the treatment to
which he had been subjected in the
Colonial Hospital? 1 thmk it is only
due to the authorities of the Hospital
and the public generally that this gues-
tion should he asked. The Colonial
Hospital ts a very important public in-
stitution,—we cannot overrate its im-
portance; and I think if there should he




